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Northwest Pennsylvania KIZ 

Program Description & Company Registration

The Northwest Pennsylvania Keystone Innovation Zone (NWPA KIZ) was established to foster innovation and entrepreneurial opportunities as part of the Commonwealth’s overall economic stimulus package.  Operating in designated zones, the NWPA KIZ aligns the combined resources of educational institutions and the private sector by encouraging partnerships that focus on innovation, patent development and technological advances designed to help businesses and entrepreneurs grow and build their companies.

Mission Statement 

The Northwest Pennsylvania Keystone Innovation Zone (NWPA KIZ) serves as a network for businesses, service providers, and institutes of higher education to collaborate, innovate, and create opportunities for economic, technological and entrepreneurial development. 

Company Qualifications & requirements
 1) Located within the designated NWPA KIZ geographic boundaries 


(Clarion, Crawford, Mercer, and Warren Counties)


 2) In operation less than 8 years 

 3) Operating within one of the targeted industry sectors 


(Adv. Manufacturing, Clean/Green Technology, Information Technology, Life Sciences)

4) Meeting other requirements as specified by the Department of Community and Economic            Development
Program Benefits

The brokering of relationships between NWPA KIZ colleges and universities (Allegheny College, Clarion University, Thiel College and University of Pittsburgh – Titusville) and NWPA KIZ businesses is seen as the bedrock of NWPA KIZ program. Consequently KIZ Companies are encouraged to collaborate with our Higher Education partners.   
Registered companies may be eligible for the following benefits:

1) Up to $100,000 Transferable Tax Credit annually

2) Up to $10,000 Micro Grant to support Innovation and Commercialization 


3) Access to skilled Interns from participating NWPA KIZ Institutes of Higher Education


4) Access to the NWPA KIZ Higher Education Research & Development Network


5) Entrepreneurship Development Assistance

6) Preferential consideration for DCED Programs 


7) Site Selection Assistance
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Northwest Pennsylvania KIZ 

Registration 

KIZ Company Name:___________________________________________________________

Contact Name:________________________________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________ Fax:_______________________________

E-mail Address:_______________________________________________________________

Company Address:_____________________________________________________________

Taxpayer Identification: (SSN, FEIN)______________________________________________

Date of Incorporation:_________________________NAICS Code: ______________________

(Attach copy of documentation)

Keystone Innovation Zone in which Company is located:______________________________

Company Website:_____________________________________________________________

Check applicable Target Industry:

· Advanced Manufacturing

· Information Technology

· Clean/Green Technology

· Life Sciences

Please provide a brief company description which includes your innovative product or process.

Please complete and return to Sue Smith, KIZ Coordinator
Phone: 677-4800 x131  Cell: 814-671-2548   Fax: 814-677-7663  E-mail: susans@nwcommission.org
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How might the KIZ Program provide service to your company?

· Access to Skilled Internships

· Research & Development Collaborations

· Market Research

· Target Market Trends

· Patent Search

· 2-D Concept Sketches

· Industrial Design

· Product Prototypes

· 3-D CAD Models of Product Design

· Field Testing

· Customer Feedback

· Launch Strategy

· Creation of Marketing Tools (Logo, Business cards, Stationery, etc.)

· Marketing Launch and Branding Assistance

Are you currently involved in a collaborative relationship (e.g., R &D, internship programs, etc) with Allegheny College, Clarion University, Thiel College or University of Pittsburgh-Titusville or any other Institution of Higher Education? 

Name of Institution and brief description of the collaboration:

Are you interested in developing a collaborative relationship (e.g., R &D, internship programs, etc) with Allegheny College, Clarion University, Thiel College or University of Pittsburgh-Titusville? 

Please describe services you are or may be interested in:
Please complete and return to Sue Smith, KIZ Coordinator
Phone: 677-4800 x131  Cell: 814-671-2548   Fax: 814-677-7663  E-mail: susans@nwcommission.org
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