Upcoming Events available to small businesses:

If you are interested in attending any of the events listed below or would like more information, contact                Jo Cramer at GeneralAdmin@nwcommission.org or call (814) 677-4800 ext. 113.

Registration fees may be paid for qualifying microloan clients.
FUNDS ARE LIMITED!

January 13, 2010
“Generational Differences in the Workplace”					Free- Registration Required
8:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.							Breakfast included
Northwest Commission
395 Seneca Street
 	Oil City, PA  16301
Presented by:  Linda Knisely
We will examine distinct attitudes, behaviors, expectations, habits and motivational buttons of each generation. Then explore strategies to help overcome generational issues including communicating, dealing with change, maintaining and growing productivity.

January 13, 2010
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	9am - 12pm
	Mercer
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center
New business start-ups and entrepreneurs without previous business experience are encouraged to attend one of the Gannon SBDC First Step Workshop before meeting with one of our consultants. The start-up essentials workshop is a three hour program.
	Topics discussed:
· Lifestyle requirements that are involved in owning a business 
· How to assess the feasibility of your business ideas 
· Differences between business organizations and structures 
· How to develop a business plan 
· How to obtain financing 
· How to market your product or service 
· Applications and licenses needed to start your business 
· How to conduct research on your industry 
· Market and competition 
· Regulations governing a business 
· Environmental regulation compliance 
· Other resources you can use to help you plan and succeed

January 14, 2010		(More information coming soon)
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	6pm - 9pm
	Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

February 4, 2010		(More information coming soon)
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	9am - 12pm
	Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

February 17, 2010	(More information coming soon)	
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	5:30pm - 8:30pm
	Crawford
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

February 18, 2010	(More information coming soon)	
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	6pm - 9pm
	Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

March 4, 2010		(More information coming soon)
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	6pm - 9pm
	Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

March 18, 2010		(More information coming soon)
“First Step Workshops: Starting and Growing a Successful Business”					$25.00
	6pm - 9pm
	Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

March 23, 2010		(More information coming soon)
“Writing a Winning Business Plan”									$35.00		6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Erie
Presented by Gannon Small Business Development Center

March 26, 2010
“Women In Leadership Development (W.I.L.D.)”		$125.00 per person September 25th, 2009-December 31st, 2009
	8:30 a.m. to 					$150.00 per person January 1st, 2010-March 12th, 2010
	Bayfront Convention Center			$250.00 per person the day of the event: March 13th - 26th, 2010
1 Sassafras Pier 				                
Erie, PA 16507
Presented by Gannon SBDC
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]WHO: Gannon University’s Small Business Development Center is presenting the 3rd Annual W.I.L.D. Conference. This year’s conference chairs are Colleen Moore-Melzer, President and CEO, President of Moore Research, Connie Bootz and Shari Robinson, Partners and Marketing Strategists of Forte Marketing, LLC. The SBDC along with 150 professional planning committee members will host this fantastic national program in 2010.
WHAT: The W.I.L.D. mission is “to empower professional and entrepreneurial women with knowledge, energy and passion”. Speaker topics include: entrepreneurship, leadership and wellness. It is anticipated that 650 women will attend in 2010, with former attendees traveling from Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, and Indiana to attend this wildly exciting event. 
WHY: The Gannon University SBDC recognizes the national growth of women businesses. The conference is a celebration of these entrepreneurial trends while emphasizing the concept of women helping women through knowledge, energy and passion.
The internationally renowned keynote speakers presenting are listed below.
· ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Nationally prominent business entrepreneur is a W.I.L.D. surprise and will be announced at a later date
· LEADERSHIP: Meagan and Larry Johnson, the Father Daughter Duo, from the Johnson Training Group, Scottsdale, AZ. Meagan Johnson is a Generational Humorist and Larry Johnson, co-authored “Absolute Honesty: Building a Corporate Culture That Values Straight Talk and Rewards Integrity”.
· WELLNESS: Esther Blum, MS, RD, CDN, CNS from New York, NY. Esther Blum, holistic nutritionist is the author of “Eat, Drink and Be Gorgeous.”
In addition, national, state and local businesses will exhibit their products and services throughout the day and there will be several opportunities to learn from our wildly entertaining speakers regarding the knowledge, energy and passion of women helping women. 


Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance.  Contact Jo Cramer at GeneralAdmin@nwcommission.org or 814-676-4800 X113.
