NWPA KIZ Meet & Greet for Businesses & Entrepreneurs in the Region

The Northwest Pennsylvania Keystone Innovation Zone (NWPA KIZ) Board of Directors will host a series of informational meetings throughout northwest PA to promote the KIZ program to small businesses and entrepreneurs in the region.     

The first session will be held on February 11, 2010 at the Economic Progress Alliance’s William Douglass Jr. Corporate Conference Center, 764 Bessemer St., Meadville, PA beginning at 4:30 PM.  Speakers for the event will include representatives of local industry who have benefitted from the NWPA KIZ programs in addition to representatives from area universities who participate in the program.         
The Keystone Innovation Zone Program, (KIZ), is a state-wide initiative of Governor Edward G. Rendell to build knowledge-based economies and cultivate entrepreneurship in Pennsylvania.  The NWPA KIZ, working in conjunction with the Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission, has been serving the counties of Clarion, Crawford, Mercer, and Warren and seeks to expand to include other relevant counties in the region.   
The NWPA KIZ aligns the combined resources of the institutes of higher education and the private sector by encouraging partnerships that focus on innovation, patent development, and technological advances to assist companies in the Life Sciences, Information Technology, Clean Technology and Advanced Manufacturing.   Allegheny College, the University of Pittsburgh at Titusville, Thiel College, and Clarion University have been participating in the program and providing financial as well as R & D support. Edinboro University-Meadville recently joined the NWPA KIZ network.
Since the inception of the program in 2007 the NWPA KIZ has provided assistance for seven (7) companies to realize their dream and start commercial operation.  These companies created 17 full time jobs with many more anticipated.  In addition, five (5) area businesses have been awarded $500,000 in tax credits and seven (7) businesses have been awarded a total of $70,000 in Micro Grants.  The KIZ Micro Grants will assist these small businesses in the development of cutting edge technologies associated with their industries.   Also, the NWPA KIZ has placed students from area universities in 17 paid internships with participating companies.     

Funding for the NWPA KIZ for 2010 was recently granted by the Ben Franklin Technology Development Authority in the amount of $187,500.  This amount represents a matching grant with other funding coming from the higher education and private sector partners, thereby leveraging $500,000.00 to support innovation and entrepreneurship in NWPA.   

Reservations for the event can be made by calling 814-332-2713 or by emailing ceed@allegheny.edu.
