[image: image1.png]rthwest,

NORTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA REGIONAL PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT CONVIMISSION







PRESS RELEASE









          Contact:  Travis J. Siegel 

    









Marketing Specialist
P: 814.297.7158 x102

    
Email:   traviss@nwcommission.org

November 30, 2009
For Immediate Release
Northwest PA Keystone Innovation Zone Awards $10,000 in Grant Funding
Forward Vision Systems, Inc. of Warren was awarded a $10,000 Keystone Innovation Zone Micro Grant from the Northwest Pennsylvania Keystone Innovation Zone (NWPA KIZ).  The goal of the NWPA KIZ program is to encourage the development and growth of various technologies in the areas of Advanced Manufacturing, Information Technology, Clean/Green Technology and Life Sciences.

The grant program is designed to assist in the funding of innovation through the results of scientific research which have a demonstrated promise for technology transfer into the marketplace.  The ultimate goal is to create marketable technologies that will generate startup or early stage growth companies and job creation within the KIZ and the Commonwealth.

Forward Vision will use this award to help with the development and construction of a prototype for a Laser Based Scanning Heads-Up Display (HUD) Projector.  In conjunction with VirturalHUD, Forward Vision intends to be the first to bring this laser based product to market and provide an affordable commercially viable and marketable system to increase flight safety for both day and night use for general aviation use.  This Enhanced Vision System provides visibility that is 8-10 times greater than with the naked eye which projects these real time images onto the propeller blades of aircraft so that pilots don’t need to refocus from out front of the aircraft to the gages and monitoring inside.   

The Northwest Pennsylvania Keystone Innovation Zone links early-stage companies with area university research and development teams to foster innovation, patent development, and technological advances.  Tax credits and research grants are available to eligible companies in the life sciences, clean and green technologies, and information technology and advanced manufacturing industry sectors.

For more information on NWPA KIZ opportunities, or benefits, please contact Sue Smith Business Development Manager of the Northwest Commission, and the Northwest Pennsylvania KIZ Coordinator, at susans@nwcommission.org or by telephone at (814) 677-4800, extension 131.

# # #
Established in 1967, the Northwest Commission is a regional resource for business and economic development as well as community development and planning.  The non-profit agency is composed of a team of skilled professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the northwest Pennsylvania region by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public and private sector lines.  The Northwest Commission provides programs such as business financing, government contracting, international marketing, grants, transportation, and technology assistance to eight counties in northwest Pennsylvania including:  Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren.



