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Oil Region Alliance Receives Northwest Commission’s Partner of the Year Award
The Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission celebrated 43 years of service to the region at the 2010 Annual Dinner held April 1, at Cross Creek Resort in Titusville.  Approximately 200 people attended the event.  The night began with a cocktail reception, followed by dinner, a program, and an awards presentation.  One of the awards given that evening was the 2009 Partner of the Year Award, which was presented to the Oil Region Alliance.
The Oil Region Alliance is an active partner in both the Commission’s community development and economic development efforts.  They routinely refer clients to the Northwest Commission for the business financing, international marketing and government contracting programs.  The agency is an active member of the Northwest Commission’s Economic Development Committee and participates in many of the Commission’s events.  This agency has provided leadership in the development of an artisan trail along the Route 8 corridor.  They have also taken on a leadership role in the major downtown revitalization efforts in Oil City.  

The Oil Region Alliance approached the Commission with regard to transportation issues which adversely affect an industrial park and company at the Barkeyville interchange on Interstate 80.  As a result, the Commission secured funding from PennDot  for the Route 8 Land Use and Transportation Study.   The Commission partnered with this agency to provide a special training session on International Business Contracts which was requested by a large employer.  This training was opened up to other interested companies in the region and was broadcast to company executives in Argentina and Mexico.  The Oil Region Alliance led the charge to save a company that was founded over 50 years ago in Venango County.  The company’s parent organization made the decision to consolidate their operations in either Venango County or Illinois.  This agency and three other agencies, which included the Northwest Commission,  pooled resources to provide a fiduciary incentive for the parent company to consolidate in Venango County which they did.  And just recently, this agency hosted a session with Tom Corbett and the Commission’s economic development committee to discuss economic programs and issues in northwest Pennsylvania.
Ned Goucher, Senior Director of Organizational Development, states, “This all highlights the true definition of partnership:  sharing resources, providing strong support, sharing staff efforts, and ensuring a combined commitment to providing the most comprehensive and best services to our clients.”
Other nominees in this category included Erie County, PA Department of Environmental Protection and the Hite Company.  The Commission also recognized four other awards at the Annual Dinner, these included: Donna Hartle as the Outgoing Chairperson, City of Warren as Community of the Year, TM Fluid Engineering as Business of the year, and Maryann Yochim for Board Leadership of the Year.  
# # #
Established in 1967, the Northwest Commission is a regional resource for business and economic development as well as community development and planning.  The non-profit agency is composed of a team of skilled professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the northwest Pennsylvania region by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public and private sector lines.  The Northwest Commission provides programs such as business financing, government contracting, international marketing, grants, transportation, and technology assistance to eight counties in northwest Pennsylvania including:  Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren.  
Visit www.nwcommission.org/media.html to read the latest regional news!
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