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City of Warren Receives Northwest Commission’s Community of the Year Award
The Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission celebrated 43 years of service to the region at the 2010 Annual Dinner held April 1, at Cross Creek Resort in Titusville.  Approximately 200 people attended the event.  The night began with a reception, followed by dinner, a program and an awards presentation.  One of the awards given that evening was the 2009 Community of the Year Award, which was presented to the City of Warren.
The Northwest Commission works diligently to serve the communities and local governments of northwest Pennsylvania.  A variety of community development programs are available to assist local governments with energy, community revitalization, transportation, and technology.  Each year one municipality is recognized for making exceptional progress and working closely with the Northwest Commission to improve the overall quality of life for its residents.
Innovation through information technology and aspirations toward the “greening of the City of Warren through aqua-thermal technology” are two of the most clear and persistent benchmarks that distinguished the City of Warren. GRO-WARREN was incorporated as a community revitalization group and has seen such improvements as the Downtown Streetscape Project, persistent pursuit of the designation of Warren as a Route 6 Heritage Community. An anchor building grant to augment the Allegheny Center for the Arts represents the potential for even more opportunity in the City of Warren. The City is a regular participant in the Quarterly Main Street Managers meetings of the Commission, is currently availing itself of the Commission’s Energy program offerings, and has consistently attended and hosted technology events that reinforce the technology initiatives of the Commission.
Other nominees in the category of Community of the Year included Barkeyville Borough and North East Borough.  The Commission also recognized four other awards at the Annual Dinner; these included: Donna Hartle as the Outgoing Chairperson, Maryann Yochim for Board Leadership of the Year, TM Fluid Engineering as Business of the year, and the Oil Region Alliance as Partner of the Year.  
# # #
Established in 1967, the Northwest Commission is a regional resource for business and economic development as well as community development and planning.  The non-profit agency is composed of a team of skilled professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the northwest Pennsylvania region by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public and private sector lines.  The Northwest Commission provides programs such as business financing, government contracting, international marketing, grants, transportation, and technology assistance to eight counties in northwest Pennsylvania including:  Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren.  
Visit www.nwcommission.org/media.html to read the latest regional news!
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