[image: NWPlanningLogo]
		PRESS RELEASE

								          Contact:  Travis J Siegel 
    										Marketing Specialist
W: 814.297.7158, ext. 102
 (
A Pennsylvania Local Development District
)	    	Email:   traviss@nwcommission.org
 

April  7, 2010
For Immediate Release

Maryann Yochim Receives Northwest Commission’s Board Leadership Award
The Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission celebrated 43 years of service to the region at the 2010 Annual Dinner held April 1, at Cross Creek Resort in Titusville.  Approximately 200 people attended the event.  One of the awards given that evening was the 2009 Board Leadership Award, which was presented to Maryann Yochim.
Yochim has been a director for the last seven years and has served on many different committees for the Commission.  She has served on the Local Funds Committee since its inception, which has provided guidance for spending the Commission’s local economic development funds on projects throughout the region.  In addition, Ms. Yochim is on the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) where she is an active participant.  The CEDS is the guiding document for economic development in the 8-county region.

Ms. Yochim is also a member of the Commission’s executive committee and currently serves as Chair for the Northwest Pennsylvania Eminent Communities Institute, the 501c3 organization for the Commission.  Lastly, she also works with the Commission’s business financing staff to help promote and utilize the National Fuel Interest Rate Reduction program, which is a program for eligible loan clients that lowers the interest rate for the life of the loan.

Executive Director, Denise McCloskey stated, “The Board Leadership Award is given to a director of the board who exemplifies leadership, offers support and provides guidance and direction to the Northwest Commission.”
Other nominees for the 2009 Board Leadership Award were Bob Spaulding, Erie County; Dan Glotz, Warren County Planning; Commissioner Steve Craig, Lawrence County; Jim Decker, Warren County Chamber of Business and Industry.
The Commission also recognized four other awards at the Annual Dinner; these included: Donna Hartle as the Outgoing Chairperson, City of Warren as Community of the Year, TM Fluid Engineering as Business of the year, and the Oil Region Alliance as Partner of the Year.  
# # #
Established in 1967, the Northwest Commission is a regional resource for business and economic development as well as community development and planning.  The non-profit agency is composed of a team of skilled professionals dedicated to sustaining economic vitality and growth in the northwest Pennsylvania region by fostering local, state, and federal partnerships across public and private sector lines.  The Northwest Commission provides programs such as business financing, government contracting, international marketing, grants, transportation, and technology assistance to eight counties in northwest Pennsylvania including:  Clarion, Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, and Warren.  
Visit www.nwcommission.org/media.html to read the latest regional news!
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